THE DA Y AFTER DEA TH.               283

future of the heavens. This applies not to consumptive per-
sons only. Every man destined to die young seems to be
marked with that inner stamp of the soul which lends him
now a gentle and charming melancholy, anon vivacity or sen-
sibility which his parents admire, and which is too often only
an indication that he is not to remain with them. The
charming qualities of many young people are often only the
precursors of their death.

" When they have so much intellect, children have brief
lives," says Casimir Delavigne. " Whom the gods love, die
young," said the Greeks.

Let us, then, not fear death; but await it, not as the end
of our existence, but as its transformation. Let us learn by
the purity of our life, by our virtues, by the culture of our
faculties, by our knowledge, by the exercise of the religion of
our ancestors, to prepare ourselves for the critical moment of
that natural revolution which shall usher us into a blessed
sojourn in the ethereal spheres on the day after death.

